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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2025 of Garw Valley Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Unqualified 

On the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give 
cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this 
Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Training plan 

The Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021, requires the Council to 
create and publish a plan for councillor and staff training. The Welsh Government 
provides statutory guidance on this, which states that the plan must be approved by 
the full council and include details on the type of training, participant numbers, 
timeframe, and cost.  

The training plan provided for audit does not contain details of timeframe or cost. 

We recommend that the Council reviews its Training Plan in line with the Welsh 
Government guidance. 

Supplementary papers not published with the agendas and minutes 

Section 55 of the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru etc. Act 2013 
requires the Council, in so far as is reasonably practicable, to publish alongside its 
minutes, any documents which are referred to in the minutes. 

The Council does not publish documents and reports provided to members. 



Page 2 of 2 - Auditor General’s report and audit opinion - Please contact us in Welsh 
or English / Cysylltwch â ni’n Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg. 

 

We recommend that the Council reviews its publication arrangements to publish 
supplementary information. 

S137 Expenditure 

Our testing identified that the Council makes Section 137 expenditure. In the year 
ended 31 March 2025 the Council made a donation of £2,000. However, the Council 
has stated S137 expenditure in the ‘Additional Disclosure Notes’ section on the 
annual return as nil. 

We recommend that the Council reports S137 expenditure on the Annual Return 
correctly. 

Fixed asset register 

The fixed asset register presented does not itemise the brought forward balance. As 
such, we were unable to confirm whether the figure stated on the annual return for 
fixed assets was correct. 

We recommend that the Council reviews its asset register to ensure that the full 
value of assets held is recorded. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 26/01/2026 
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